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CLAIMS j 

A computer-implemented method for determining an optiraml award schedule for at 
least partial satisfaction of a requisition, said method comprising: 

receiving from a buyer, over a computer network, npblic buyer-constraints 
representative of said requisition; / 

transmitting to a set of prospective suppliers, afver said computer network, said 
public buyer-constraints; / 

receiving from each candidate supplier frcmi a set of candidate suppliers, over said 
computer network, a bid responsive /o said public buyer-constraints, said set of 
candidate suppliers originating from said set of prospective suppliers; and 

determining an optimal award schedule for at least partial satisfaction of said 
requisition, said optimal awara schedule including a list of selected suppliers 
selected from said set of candidate suppliers and information indicative of the 
manner in which each of said selected suppliers is to at least partially satisfy said 
requisition. / 

The method of claim 1, wherein receiving said public buyer-constraints from said 
buyer comprises receivings list of items to be supplied. 

The method of claim 2, wherein receiving said list of items comprises receiving a list 
in which at least one \\m\ in said list is a logical item that includes a list of items. 

The method of claim A, wherein receiving said public buyer-constraints comprises 
receiving a constraint from a group consisting of: 

a maximum pricdfsaid buyer is willing to pay for at least partial satisfaction of said 
requisition; and 

a non-price constraint required by said buyer for at least partial satisfaction of said 
requisition 
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5. The method of claim 4, wherein said non-price constraint is selected/rom the group 
consisting of 

a desired time for at least partial satisfaction of said requisitior 
a desired quality for at least partial satisfaction of said requisition; and 
5 a desired quantity for at least partial satisfaction of said requisition. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving said bid comprises receiving a bid 
including a proposed price for at least partial satisfaction of said requisition. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving said bid /omprises receiving a bid 
including a proposed price having a volume disccjunt dependent on an extent to which 

10 said requisition is to be at least partially satisfied 

L: 8. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving saiq bid comprises receiving a bid 

j including a fixed charge independent of an /xtent to which said requisition is to be at 

:■ least partially satisfied. 

3 9. The method of claim 2, wherein receiving said bid comprises receiving a bundled bid 

j; 15 offering to at least partially satisfy, foy a bundled price, a requisition for a selection of 

items from said list of items. 

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising facilitating an exchange of messages 
between a buyer and a candidate iupplier. 

11. The method of claim 10, furthejr comprising facilitating the multi-casting of a 
20 message sent by said buyer to/all candidate suppliers. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein determining an optimal award schedule comprises 
considering a performanceiattribute for a candidate supplier. 

13. The method of claim 12,^vherein considering a performance attribute comprises 
selecting an attribute from the group consisting of 

25 the supplier's reputation for prompt delivery, 
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the supplier's reputation for high quality, 
geographical location of the supplier, 

the supplier's reputation for post-delivery support ?y(d maintenance, and 

a user-defined attribute. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein considering^ performance attribute comprises 

considering a weight supplier by said buyeflf said weight being indicative of an extent 
to which said performance attribute is to Jae considered in determining said optimal 
award schedule. 
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15. The method of claim 14, wherein considering a performance attribute comprises 
10 determining a price penalty on thjbasis of said weight and incorporating said price 

penalty in a bid received from spd candidate supplier. 

16. The method of claim 1, wheran determining an optimal award schedule comprises 
applying a private buyer-constraint. 

17. The method of claim 16, ^wherein applying a private buyer-constraint comprises 
1 5 applying a business rul& 

18. The method of claim/17, wherein applying a business rule comprises selecting a 
business rule from me group consisting of: 

a business rule mating a limit on the number of selected suppliers, 

a business rule specifying properties of said selected suppliers, 

20 a business rme placing a limit on the number of items provided by a selected 

suppliers, 

a business/rule placing a limit on the number of items provided by a cluster of 
selec/ed suppliers, and 
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a business rule placing a limit on an extent to which a selected suppliei/it least 
partially satisfies said requisition. 

The method of claim 18, wherein placing a limit comprises select jpg a limit from the 
group consisting of an upper bound and a lower bound. 

The method of claim 18, wherein the extent to which a selected supplier satisfies said 
requisition is measured by a monetary value of said extent) 

The method of claim 16, wherein applying a private bjfyer-constraint comprises 
rejecting any bundled bid. 

The method of claim 16, wherein applying a private buyer-constraint comprises 
manually selecting a supplier for inclusion in said list of selected suppliers. 

The method of claim 22, wherein applying/ private buyer-constraint further 
comprises manually specifying an extentyto which said manually selected supplier is 
to at least partially satisfy said requisition. 

The method of claim 1, further comprising generating a code indicative of at least one 
reason for rejecting a losing bid. 

The method of claim 24, wherein generating said code comprises incorporating into 
said code information indicative of whether said losing bid was rejected on the basis 
of a reason selected from a^group consisting of an excessive price and an inadequate 
performance attribute. 

The method of claim ljf further comprising selecting said requisition from the group 
consisting of 

a purchase of an if em, 

a purchase of /group of items, 

a performance of a service, and 



a performance of a group of services. 
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27. Computer-readable media having encoded thereon software for determining an 
optimal award schedule for at least partial satisfaction of a requi§jfron, said software 
comprising instructions for: 

receiving from a buyer, over a computer network, public^6uyer-constraints 
5 representative of said requisition; 

transmitting to a set of prospective suppliers, over/aid computer network, said 
public buyer-constraints; 

receiving from each candidate supplier from / set of candidate suppliers, over said 
computer network, a bid responsive to raid public buyer-constraints, said set of 
10 candidate suppliers originating from said set of prospective suppliers; and 

determining an optimal award schedule for at least partial satisfaction of said 
requisition, said optimal award schedule including a list of selected suppliers 
selected from said set of candidate suppliers and information indicative of the 
manner in which each of said^elected suppliers is to at least partially satisfy said 
1 5 requisition. 

28. The computer-readable mediaiof claim 27, wherein said instructions for receiving 
said public buyer-constraint^ffrom said buyer comprise instructions for receiving a 
list of items to be supplied.- 

29. The computer-readable media of claim 28, wherein said instructions for receiving 

20 said list of items comprise instructions for receiving a list in which at least one item in 

said list is a logical item that includes a list of items. 

30. The computer-readable media of claim 27, wherein said instructions for receiving 
said public buyer-constraints comprise instructions for receiving a constraint from a 
group consisting of: 

25 a maximum pmce said buyer is willing to pay for at least partial satisfaction of said 

requisition; and 
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a non-price constraint required by said buyer for at least partial §|atisfaction of said 
requisition. 

31. The computer-readable media of claim 30, wherein said nogfprice constraint is 
selected from the group consisting of 

a desired time for at least partial satisfaction of said requisition; 
a desired quality for at least partial satisfaction of /aid requisition; and 
a desired quantity for at least partial satisfactiojf of said requisition. 



32. The computer-readable media of claim 27, \\werein said instructions for receiving 
said bid comprise instructions for receivingra bid including a proposed price for at 

1 0 least partial satisfaction of said requisition 

33. The computer-readable media of clainv27, wherein said instructions for receiving 
said bid comprise instructions for receiving a bid including a proposed price having a 
volume discount dependent on an ^rtent to which said requisition is to be at least 
partially satisfied. 

1 5 34. The computer-readable media pi claim 27, wherein said instructions for receiving 
said bid comprise instruction? for receiving a bid including a fixed charge 
independent of an extent tdwhich said requisition is to be at least partially satisfied. 

35. The computer-readable media of claim 28, wherein said instructions for receiving 
said bid comprise instructions for receiving a bundled bid offering to at least partially 

20 satisfy, for a bundled^price, a requisition for a selection of items from said list of 

items. 

36. The computer-readable media of claim 27, wherein said software further comprises 
instructions for facilitating an exchange of messages between a buyer and a candidate 
supplier. 
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The computer-readable media of claim 36, wherein said software ft^tfier composes 
instructions for facilitating the multi-casting of a message sent b/ said buyer to all 
candidate suppliers. 

The computer-readable media of claim 27, wherein said instructions for determining 
an optimal award schedule comprise instructions for considering a performance 
attribute for a candidate supplier. 

The computer-readable media of claim 38, whereiiysaid instructions for considering a 
performance attribute comprise instructions for selecting an attribute from the group 
consisting of 

the supplier's reputation for prompt deliver 
the supplier's reputation for high quality^ 
geographical location of the supplier, 

the supplier's reputation for post-de]avery support and maintenance, and 

a user-defined attribute. 

The computer-readable media of claim 38, wherein said instructions for considering a 
performance attribute compris/ instructions for considering a weight supplier by said 
buyer, said weight being indicative of an extent to which said performance attribute is 
to be considered in determining said optimal award schedule. 

The computer-readable media of claim 40, wherein said instructions for considering a 
performance attribute eomprise instructions for determining a price penalty on the 
basis of said weight jpid incorporating said price penalty in a bid received from said 
candidate supplier.^ 

The computer-repdable media of claim 27, wherein said instructions for determining 
an optimal awa^d schedule comprise instructions for applying a private buyer- 
constraint. 
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43. The computer-readable media of claim 42, wherein said instruction^br applying a 
private buyer-constraint comprise instructions for applying a biyfmess rule. 

44. The computer-readable media of claim 43, wherein said instructions for applying a 
business rule comprise instructions for selecting a busing rule from the group 

5 consisting of: 

a business rule placing a limit on the number of selected suppliers, 

a business rule specifying properties of said selected suppliers, 

a business rule placing a limit on the nunjper of items provided by a selected 
suppliers, 

1 0 a business rule placing a limit on th^number of items provided by a cluster of 

selected suppliers, and 

a business rule placing a limit on an extent to which a selected supplier at least 
partially satisfies said requisition. 

45. The computer-readable med/a of claim 44, wherein said instructions for placing a 
15 limit comprise instruction/for selecting a limit from the group consisting of an upper 

bound and a lower bounc 

46. The computer-readable media of claim 44, further comprising instructions for 
measuring the extentfto which a selected supplier satisfies said requisition by 
measured by a monetary value of said extent. 

20 47. The computer-readable media of claim 42, wherein said instructions for applying a 
private buyer-donstraint comprise instructions for rejecting any bundled bid. 

48. The computer-readable media of claim 42, wherein said instructions for applying a 
private bu^er-constraint comprise instructions for enabling manual selection of a 
supplier for inclusion in said list of selected suppliers. 
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49. The computer-readable media of claim 48, wherein said instructions for applying a 
private buyer-constraint further comprise instructions for enaWmg manual 
specification of an extent to which said manually selected jlfpplier is to at least 
partially satisfy said requisition. 

5 50. The computer-readable media of claim 27, whereiiysaid software further comprises 
instructions for generating a code indicative of ajfleast one reason for rejecting a 
losing bid. 

51. The computer-readable media of claim SQ^wherein said instructions for generating 
said code comprise instructions for incorporating into said code information 
10 indicative of whether said losing bidJwas rejected on the basis of a reason selected 

from a group consisting of an excgjfsive price and an inadequate performance 
attribute. 
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52. The computer-readable medi/ of claim 27, wherein said software further comprises 
instructions for selecting sgfcl requisition from the group consisting of 

a purchase of an item,i 



a purchase of a graflp of items, 



a performance^! a service, and 



a performance of a group of services. 
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